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FREFACE

On July 1, 197k, the Guttenberg Aquarium, house and adjoining buildings
were transferred to the State of Iowa. The Guttenberg District was
incorporated into the Cassville District and the Guttenberg District
Manager was moved to the town of Cassville where he assumed the duties
of Districi Manager of the newly enlarged Cassville District.
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MONTH  TOTAL  NORMAL SHOWFALL MAX.  MIN. MEAN NORMAL
July 1.85 3.51 95 J2 73.9 T2.6
August  L.06 3.73 86 b5 67.0 70.5
September 0.62 3.74 81 31 57.6 61.7
October 3.08 2.7h4 75 25 50.7 50.7
November 1.78 2.59 6.2 65 15 36.8 34.8
December 1.46 1.90 11.6 39 3 25.5 23.5
January 0.90 1.73 6.2 43 -8 20.4 17.7
February 2.53 1.26 25.1 39 -15 19.5 22.0
March 3.33 2.97 17.2 L9 b 2k.5 32,2

. April 3.78 b.15 8.7 73 1k kl.2 U47.5
May 2.79 b.67 8 33 6.7 58.0
June 3.75 5.29 90 5 68.h  67.5
ANNUAL

TOTALS  29.93 38.28  75.0 9% - a3 . WE M

On February 2k and 25, 1975, the district received 10 inches of snow.
the snow was accompanied by 55 mph winds. All Grant County, Wisconsin
roads were officially closed for one day. Drifts of 15 feet were not

uncommon.

mx«thMnmmmwMupmmmmor
February and the first tow wvas seen heading north on March 1, 1975.




B. Habitat Conditions

1. Water
POOL LEVELS
Pool No. 1l at Guttenberg, Iowa Normal: 604.50
HIGHEST LOWEST DATE OF DATE OF

MONTH LEVEL LEVEL HIGH LEVEL  LOW LEVEL
July 608.39 603.31 1 19
August 5.hb 3.61 12 31 -
September k.60 3.50 1 21
October k.55 3.38 3 5
Novesber 5.5 b 35 12 26
December b9k 3.69 18 12
Jamuary = 4.90 | 3.98 14 3
February 5.85 k.52 7 5
March 10.28 5.1k 2l 1
April 16.76 6.00 30 8
May 19.41 ] 8.60 ' 5 31
June 10.31 6.53 30 12

Gauge reading: 8 e. m. tailwater reading L/D 10, Guttenberg, Iowa




Pool No. 10 at Guttenberg, Iowa Normal: 611.0

HIGHEST LOWEST DATE OF DATE OF

MONTH LEVEL LEVEL HIGH LEVEL  LOW LEVEL
July 611.55 609. 95 29 I
August 11.39 11.02 3 20
September 11.36 10.65 30 20
October 11.38 10.90 1 "
November 11.h49 10.66 3 26
December 11.30 10.26 16 3
Janvary 10.60 9.77 12 1%
February 10.40 9.93 17 5
March 11.79 9.80 22 29
April 17.23 9.k2 30 17
May 19,92 10.06 > 29
June 10.94 10.17 12 19

During the pear the gates were out a total of 4l days. During this time
the Mississippi River was a free-flowing river.

At Dubugue, Iowa, the river crested at 622.8 feet on May 6, 1975.
This crest was 5.8 feet above flood stage and about four feet below
the record flood of 1965. All landings were completely flooded. The
district warehouse wes surrounded by water. Another 0.1 foot and
water would have entered.

2. Food and Cover

The cooperative farming progrsm left a little over one acre of corn
and 83 acres of grain scrghum standing in the field as the refuge
share. High waters in June, 1974, flooded out almost the entire crop
on the district.

Because of the water level, the wild rice crop in the Bagley Bottoms
was very poor this year.




II. WILDLIFE
A. Migratory Birds

1. Waterfowl

Fall---September-December: The fall migration peaked the cecond week
in Beptember with approximately 16,100 ducks present on the district.
Total use for the period was 932,925 days, compared to 843,213 days
for the same period last year. Wood énchih:ﬁ) a mllarda(ah) 5
scaup(1h%), blue-winged teal(s$), wigeon(3%), and ringnecks(3%)
totaled 91% of the duck-use days for the period. Mid-December still
found some mallards, goldeneyes, buffleheads, and common mergansers
using vhat little open water that wss present. By the end of December
all but a few mergansers had left the district.

Canada geese peaked on the district the second week of October with
80 birds present. Total use for the period was 2,289 days. Snows and
blues also peaked the second week of October with 150 birds on the
district. Total use was 4,200 daye.

The fall migration of coots peaked at 19,500 the first week in October.

fpring---January-April: Spring migration began with the arrival of
goldeneyes February 21, with mallards and pintails present by March 1.
The migration peaked the first veek in April with 97,645 ducks on

the district. Total use for the period wes 2,042,103 days. This com-
pares to 2,637,534 use-days for the same period last year. As in past
years, scaup was the predominant species comprising 57% of the use.
Scaup were followed by mallards(ll%), canvasbacks(1ll%), common mer-
gansers(5%), ringnecks(hf), wood ducks(4%), and common goldeneyee(l).
By the ebd of April the population had dropped to 7,920 ducks with
wood ducks, scaup, and mallards making up the majority of the apecies
uresent.

Canade geese use-days totaled 150 for the period with a peak of 30
birds the first week in April. Yo snow or blue geese were cbserved
stopping over on the district.

The second week in April found 36 whistling swans using the sloughs
in the Wisconsin River Bottoms. They only stayed one day and then
moved cut.

The spring migration of coots peaked the third week in April with
approximetely 35,570 preseat on the district. By the end of April
an estimated population of 2500 was present.

Censusing the last two weeks in April was almost impossible because




. of the flood conditions. All the bottomland timber was flooded
and the ducks were widely dispersed.

Duck-use for the entire year totaled 4,075,953 days. By species
wood ducks were the number one (34$). Scaup followed closely with
31% of the use and mallards made up nearly 15%.

muuutmrmmtmmmmmorucw-muu
formmupaﬂingmnmmhormliwunm
compared with last years data.

TOTAL USE BY SPECIES

s GBLTe  rmoA s e rrenrs
Mallard 901,036 599,'025 22.0 k.7
Black 20,718 3,185 0.5 0.1
Gadwall 13,531 7,840 0.3 0.2
Wigeon 159, 327 k6,970 3.9 1.2
Pintail 68, 886 17,990 1.7 0.4
. G.W. Teal 23,04k 17,745 0.6 0.k
B.W. Teal 93, 541 70,210 2.3 1.7
Shoveler 35,048 13,79 0.8 0.3
Wood Duck 680,771 1,395,373 16.6 3h.2
Redhead 1k, 994 3,080 0.k 0.1
Canvasback 123,046 223,965 3.0 5.5
Ringneck 61,153 116,200 1.5 2.8
Scaup 1,577,218 1,296,295 38.6 31.8
C. Goldeneye 111,393 98,105 2.7 2.4
Bufflehead 25,303 21,735 0.6 0.5
Ruddy 19,262 2,765 0.5 0.1
C. Merganser 120, 337 10k, 370 2.9 2.6
e R.B. Merganser 7,560 2,835 0.2 0.1
Hooded Merganser 31,275 . 34,475 0.8 0.8

TOTAL USE DAYS 4,087,443 4,075,953




) USE DAYS PALL(SEPTEMBER -DECEMBER)
USE DAYS USE DAYS PER CENT OF USE

SPECIES FISCAL 7k FISCAL 75 FISCAL 74 FISCAL 75
Mallard 306,628 222,950 36.3 23.9
Black 13,643 1,505 1.6 0.2
Gadwall b, 956 5,425 0.6 0.6
Wigeon 37,40k 29,750 b4 3.2
Pintail 32,116 14,175 3.8 1.5
G.W, Teal 10,51k 12,775 1.2 1.b
B.W, Teal 52;7159 39,725 5.1 k.3
Shoveler 3,479 10, 500 0.4 3.3
Wood Duck 208,040 401,800 ok 43.1
Redhead 1,322 0.1

~ Canvasback 4,483 700 0.5 0.1
Ringneeck 6,763 26,075 0.8 2.8
Scaup 133,455 129,675 15.8 13.9
C. Goldeneye 13,608 20,020 1.6 2.1
Bufflehead 9,247 5,635 1.1 0.6
Ruddy 2,170 0.2
C. Merganser k,795 L, 760 9.6 0.5

R.B. Merganser

Hooded Merganser 7,581 7,455 0.9 0.8
TOTAL USE DAYS 843,213 932,925




USE DAYS SPRING(JANUARY-APRIL)

sPECIES FISCAL Th YIBGALT5 PG {h FISCAL 75
Mallard 460,863 214,935 17.5 10.5
Black 7,075 1,680 0.3 0.1
Gadwall 8,575 2,415 0.3 0.1
Wigeon 121,863 17,220 k.6 0.8
Pintail 36,630 3,815 1.h 0.2
G.W. Teal 12,530 3,360 0.5 0.2
B.W. Teal 25,942 18,760 1.0 0.9
Shoveler 30, hBh 3,290 1.2 0.2
Wood Duck 62,161 85,673 2.4 4.2
Redhead 13,66k 3,080 0.5 0.2
Canvasback 118, 363 223,265 k.5 10.9
Ringneck 54, 390 90,125 2.1 b.b
Scaup 1,427,138 1,166,620 5k.1 57.1
C. Goldeneye 97,785 78,085 3.7 3.8
Bufflehead 16,056 16,100 0.6 0.8
Ruddy 9,324 2,765 0.4 0.1
C. Merganser 115, 542 99,610 b.b 4.9
R.B. Mergauser T, 560 2,835 0.3 0.1
Hooded Merganser 11,549 8,470 0.4 0.4
TOTAL USE DAYS 2,637,534 2,042,103

2. Other Water Birds

Egrets: Great egrets were observed throughout the summer months. They




peaked at 170 during the month of July. No egrets were observed
nesting in any of the district's four heron roockeries.

Herons: Great blue herons begen srrivipg the last week in March

and were greeted with cold, snowy weather. In spite of the westher,
nesting activities began upon their arrivel in the four rookeries.

An estimated 801 young herons were produced in the rookeries. Compared
to lest year, production was down 13%. This reduction could be the
result of loss of nests and nesting trees during a severe storm

last year.

Creen herons are common and nest on the district.
Black~-crowned night herons are present in emsll numbers.

Grebes: Pied-billed grebes were present by the first week in April
and reached a peak of 400 the third week in April. The fall pop-
ulation peaked at 650 the first week in October.

Horned grebes are uncommon on the district. One was observed the
fourth week in April near the Lynn Hollow boat access.

Gallinules: One common gallinule, a rare visitor, was observed near
the Potosi access the last week in April.

CGulls and Terns: The fall influx of herring and ring-billed gulls
begen the first week in QOctober. Herring gulls peaked at 175 the

third week in October and ring-billed gulls peaked the following

week at 700. The last ring-billed gulls were observed the second
week in December, while the herring gulls had left five weeks earlier.
Spring arrivals of both species was noted the fourth week in March.
Herring gulls peaked at 800 the second week in April, while ring-billed
gulls peaked the same week at 1,500. Populations of 100-200 gulls of
both species were present throughout the summer months.

The first two weeks in April approximately 100 Bonapartes gulls were
observed near L/D 10 at Guttenberg, Iowa.

Common and black terns were observed frequently throughout the summer
months. Commen terns peaked at 145 and black ternsllO during the
month of August.

3. Shorebirds

Killdeer, greater and lesser yellowlegs, common snipe, woodcock,
and sandpipers were present on the distriet at various times of the
year.




. On July 16, 1974, a white-faced ibis was observed feeding along
the shoreline of Big Pond in Pool 11. This very rare visitor re-
mained on the district for two days befors departing.

B. Upland Game Birds

Ruffed grouse and bobwhite quail appear to be increasing on the
distriect. Ring-necked phessants are present, but in very low numbees.

C. Big Game Animals

The vhite-tailed deer population continues to be relatively stable.

There were unconfirmed sightings of wild turkeys in the Turkey River
Bottoms on the Iowa side of Pool 1l.

D. Fur Animals

The muskrat population was down approximately 40% from last year.

Prior to the trapping season the district's muskrat population was
estimated at 53,673. With the high price of pelts, muskrat trapping
pressure was great. This pressure was reflected in the take of

26,608 rats, nearly half the estimated population. The combined trapping
pressure and lower population will no doubt have an adverse effect

on the rat population next year.

. The beaver population appears to be remaining stable with relatively
little trapping pressure, primarily because of the poor market value of the
pelis.,

Otter are still found on the district, but in very few numbers. Otter
signs were seen on several islands during the winter months, but
no actual sightings were made.

WWMQMWMWMIWMMMoW
and hunting pressure increased also with an inerease in the vslue
of pelts.

E. Bagles

Two immatures and an adult were seen the following day. The winter
population built up to a peak of 60 the last week in December.
During the months of January and February, the numbers fluctuated
from 30 to 45 and built back up to 60 again in early March. The last
eagle on the district was observed April 26, 1975. Total bald eagle
use days for the year was 5,145.

There were no golden eagles observed this year.
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F. Other Birds

Two to three osprey were observed regularly throughout the latter
summer and early fall months. One was observed fishing along the main
channel, while another was seen fishing along a backwater slough.

Turkey vultures peaked at 160 in early October. They are common
8ights riding the air currents above the bluffs, where they also
nest. One group of 30 was observed on one sandbar, evidently cleaning
up a large dead carp that had floated ashore.

G. Fish

Nothing significant to report.
H. Reptiles

ﬁothing significant to report.
I. Disease

e

Dutch elm disease is progressing at a rapid rate. Within a very
few years the elm will be gone in the river bottoms.

J. Rare and Endangered Species
Nothing to report.
III. REFUGE DEVELOPMENT AND MAINTENANCE

A. Physical Development
1. Development

The district is considered to be in a nearly complete state of
development as far as wildlife management is concerned. There most
probably will be further development advisable and necessary in the
future from the aspect of increasing public use, but this will
aweit planned surveys and investigations toward a refuge-wide public
use facilities development program when funds are so provided.

2. Maintenance

Main channel boundaries were checked and signs replaced where needed.

The closed area boundary was checked and posted prior to the opening
of waterfowl season.

Routine maintenance of the public aguarium, buildings and grounds
prior to transfer to the State of Iowa.




Moved office equipment, toels, supplies, etc. to Cassville.
Routine maintenance of public access sites and septic toilets.
Repaired high water damage to Dago Slough farm unit road.
B. Plantings

1. Aguatics and Marsh Plants
None

2. Trees and Shrubs
None

3. Upland Herbaceous Plants
None

L, Cultivated Crops

Because of wet field conditions, four of the eight cooperative
farming permittees were unable to plant a crop this

share of what was planted consisted of 8.5 acres of grain sorghum
and a little over one acre of corn left standing.

C. Collections and Receipts

l. BSeed or other Propagules
None

2. Specimens

Two pled-billed grebes, two mallards, and cne wood duck were donated
to the Guttenberg Community School for educational purposes.

D. Comtrol of Vegetation

The use of herbicides was limited to atrazine used by cooperative
farming permittees for the control of giant foxtail, pigweed, and

E. Planned Burning




IV. RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

A. GMH

B. Haying

HNone
C. Pur Harvest

This trapping season 305 permits were issued compared to 286 last
season. A total of 20, muskrats, 138 beaver, 38 mink, 149 raccoon,
85 opossum, and 6 fox were taken on the district. Total receipts
for the sale of pelts was $53,775.81. The muskrat harvest was down
from the 26,36l taken last year.

D. Timber

A. Wood Duck Management Studies

Brood counts were run from 7/3 to 7/17/Th. A total of 79 wood duck
broods were observed. Wood duck production was estimated at 7,308.
Mallard production appeared to be down from last year and was esti-
mated at 100. Hooded mergansers were estimated to have produced 119
young.

B. Wood Duck Banding

This years banding activities began omn July 19, 1974, with preparation
of the banding sites. The first shot was fired on July 24. The
banding season was wrapped up on 8/23/7k. A total of 255 wood ducks
was banded.
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. mmmmmmmmmmrormuunct
is listed below:

AHYM AHYF HYM HF
9 8 125 113

C. Waterfowl Hunter Bag Checks

For the first time the district persomnel participated in the State

of Wisconsin Statistical bag check program. This program required quite
a bit of time, involving predetermined times and areas for car counts
and bag checks. Because of this participation and the shortage in
manpower, law enforcement and non-statistical bag checks suffered.

A total of 100 hunters were checked this season. They averaged about
1.0 ducks per day. Wood ducks made up k1% of the bag. Mallards
followed with 35%. Blue-winged teal only mede up 11% of the bag. A
eoldlpuaunpriortomop.ningefth.uuenmultdinm
mmwofm-uummmm.

D. Vegeta tive Transecis

A ve transect was run on Big Pond on l2-mile Island on
September 6, 1974. On the extremities of the transect mallow, nettles,
and willow were common. The interior portion found spike rush, manna

. grass, and Chufa the predominant species. Smartweed, wild millet,
and sagittaria were scattered.

VI. PUBLIC RELATIONS
A. Recreational Use

The district recorded 534,365 total visits. This compares to k92,151
visite last year. Of the total use, fishing accounted for 28k, 779

visits this year, compared to 246,635 last year. Hunting visits also
increased this year from 7,560 last to 9,415 this year.

B. Refuge Participation

mmwtmmmhmﬁmmmm
year. These included National Wildlife Week programs, Aquarium tours,
rookery tours, Wisconsin Girls Conservation Camp, and general slide
talks.

¢. Hunting

memw.tmuam-wm“hbunnon
this year. Imsmmwmmummw.
anwgwmmuunwmofmwmly
oriented hunters. Raccoon hunting on the refuge islands and bottoms

. continued to gain in popularity.




1k

Iowa had a 5 day shotgun deer hunting season again this year. A
. total of 34,000 licenses were issued in the 5 state zones. The
majority of these permits were for antlered deer only.
mwmmcmmmmmuMusmwnmum
deer season this year. Hunters could legally take either sex.

Because the duck season had closed, both of the refuge closed areas
were open to deer hunting. The Dago Slough closed area particularly
recelved heavy hunting pressure. An estimated 5 deer were harvested
on refuge lands in the district.

The Iowa waterfowl season opened at sunrise October 5, 197hk. Onece
again Iowe elected to take the point system and a split season.

The first part of the season closed October 12, and reopened Qctober 26,
running through December 1. Early shooting on opening day in some
areas was a problem. It was reported in one area that some hunters
had their bag limits before the legal opening time.

Wisconsin waterfowl season opened at noon on October 6, 1974, and
continued one-half hour before sunrise through November 20. As Iowa,
Wisconsin had the point system.

In both states duck hunting pressure was heavy for about the first
two weeks. BExcept for the second opener in Iowa, pressure dropped to
practically zero the last few weeks.

D. Viclations

During the waterfowl season 2 individuals were apprehended for over-
bagging and one for taking two pied-billed grebes; he thought they
were wood ducks.

Trapping violations detected included trapping out of season and
staking prior to the noon opening.

E. Safety
There were no lost-time accidents involving district personnel this

year. The swmmer assistants were given safety instructions throughout
the summer.

ViI. ITENS
A. Items of Interest

District Manager, Bill Hutchinson, transferred to the Kofa Game Range,
Yuma, Arizona on January 16, 197hk.

SBummer assistants for July-September, 197k, were Craig Beauduy, a
graduate of the University of Minnesota and Stan Skutek, a University
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of Wisconsin at Stevens Point graduate. The summer of 1975 found the
. district without a regular summer assistant.

B. Credits
Report written and typed by Robert E. Wilson.




Date: _ December 13, 1975

SIGNATURE PAGE

Approved, Regional Office:

Date:

(signature)

Regional Refuge Supervisor

Submitted by:

(Signature)

Robert BE. Wilseon

District Manager
Title
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